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State rations virus tests 


By JEREMY OLSON 
jeremy.olson@startribune.com 


Minnesota’s public health 
lab is restricting criteria for 
COVID-19 testing following 
a surge of activity that taxed 
its supply of kits and chemical 
reagents needed to confirm 
the presence of the corona- 


Flood of 


jobless 
claims 


begins 


By JESSIE VAN BERKEL 
jvanberkel@startribune.com 


Tens of thousands of newly 
idled Minnesota workers 
slammed the state with unem- 
ployment requests Tuesday 
seeking early benefits follow- 
ing Gov. Tim Walz’s emergency 
order closing bars, restaurants 
and other public places to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. 

As businesses closed or 
scaled back operations, offi- 
cials said Tuesday afternoon 
that more than 31,000 people 
had applied for unemploy- 
ment insurance over the past 
two days. In addition to estab- 
lishments with dine-in ser- 
vices, Walz’s order covered 
gyms, theaters, coffeehouses 
and other businesses where 
people congregate. 

Laid-off or furloughed 
workers seeking unemploy- 
ment insurance typically must 
wait a week before applying 
for the aid, but Walz issued an 
executive order eliminating 
the waiting period — some- 
thing workers said is critical, 
particularly for those living 
paycheck to paycheck. 

“Having it effective imme- 
diately instead of having to 
wait is definitely going to be 
a huge load off, especially 
since bills are due right at 
the beginning of the month,” 
said Erica Pieske, who works 

See WORK on A6> 


virus that causes the illness. 

Testing by the state’s pub- 
lic health lab is now being 
reserved largely for hospi- 
talized patients, health care 
workers and residents of long- 
term care facilities, the Min- 
nesota Department of Health 
announced Tuesday. 

“We need to be focusing 


Vii 


on testing those individuals 
for whom the positive results 
will make a significant differ- 
ence either in their care or for 
our health care system,” said 
Kris Ehresmann, state infec- 
tious disease director. 

The state as of Tuesday had 
conducted more than 2,300 
tests and identified 60 cases 


of COVID-19, the respiratory 
illness caused by the coro- 
navirus that first emerged 
in Wuhan, China, in Decem- 
ber. Three cases so far have 
involved people whose infec- 
tions couldn’t be traced back 
to recent travel or to other sick 
people, meaning that the virus 
is now spreading from person 
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to person in Minnesota. 

The state has responded 
with unprecedented restric- 
tions to limit exposure to the 
virus, including the closure of 
dine-in restaurants, bars, the- 
aters, fitness clubs and other 
gathering spaces, and the shut- 
down of K-12 schools that will 
start Wednesday and last at 
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Many retailers are closing or curtailing hours, including the Mall of America, which closed Tuesday for at least two weeks. 


Grocery supply chain is well-stocked 


By KRISTEN LEIGH PAINTER 
and ADAM BELZ 
Star Tribune staff writers 


There’s plenty of food and 
other household goods to go 
around in America, despite 
the crush of shopping in 
recent days. 

Minnesotans and others 
across the country are bur- 
rowing in at home to help 


slow the spread of corona- 
virus, and food retailers are 
among the last businesses 
staying open. Some have 
reduced hours to give work- 
ers more time to clean and 
replenish shelves. But there 
is no serious threat seen to 
the food supply. 

“This is not a food short- 
age issue. Instead, the 
demand simply shifted as 


people stocked their per- 
sonal fridges, freezers and 
pantries,” said Ruth Kim- 
melshue, head of supply 
chain at Cargill Inc., the 
Minnetonka-based firm that 
is the nation’s largest agricul- 
ture processor and trader. 
Cub Foods, the largest gro- 
cery chain in Minnesota, on 
Monday reported that sales 
this past weekend were 


greater than its usual busiest 
times, around Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, with the aver- 
age transaction being twice 
as large as the same time a 
year ago. Rice and beans, dry 
pasta and pasta sauce, peanut 
butter, cereal and soup were 

in highest demand. 
Even with other gro- 
cery chains experiencing 
See FOOD on A7> 


College seniors mourn their lost milestones 


Story by MARA KLECKER and JAMES WALSH œ Photo by SHARI L. GROSS œ% Star Tribune staff 


The role Madison Lang landed in the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Duluth’s production of 
“Machinal” was the first time in college that she 
held a lead on the main stage. Between rehears- 
als and theater and dance classes, she was spend- 
ing 13-hour days at the School of Fine Arts. 

But after just four performances, the show 
was shelved by COVID-19. Classes will be 
online for the rest of the semester and gradu- 
ation ceremonies are suspended at University 


of Minnesota campuses. 


“It’s really emotional,” Lang said, her voice 
breaking, seeing the end of a college career 
without a closing performance, a senior ban- 


and gown. “We feel like we lost a lot of memo- 
ries that we would have made.” 

While senior year on college campuses is 
about looking to the future while also celebrat- 
ing the past, that’s not the case for Lang and 
other classmates preparing for graduation this 
spring. As colleges and universities cancel all 
in-person classes, scratch events and perfor- 
mances and cancel commencement ceremo- 
nies to slow the spread of the novel coronavi- 


rus, seniors are left to grieve the loss of mile- 


quet or the ultimate walk across a stage in cap 


stone moments that define the last semester 
before graduation. “I’ve cried a lot,” said Beth 
Klein, a 25-year-old who graduated from UMD 


See SENIORS on A7 > 
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U students and sisters Courtney, left, and Alexa Hruska move 
Alexa’s things from her dorm to go home to Rochester. 


least until March 27. 
Ehresmann said the 
reduced testing only increases 
the urgency for Minnesotans 
to comply with these mitiga- 
tion steps and to stay home 
when sick. People with respi- 
ratory illnesses are asked to 
remain isolated until they 
See MINNESOTA on A6> 


U.S. tries 
for quick 
reliefin 

$1T plan 


By ERICA WERNER, JEFF STEIN 
and MIKE DEBONIS 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON- The Trump 
administration wants to 
send direct cash payments 
to Americans in the coming 
weeks to help them cope with 
the economic ravages of the 
coronavirus, Treasury Sec- 
retary Steven Mnuchin said 
Tuesday, part of a massive 
economic stimulus package 
taking shape between the 
White House and Capitol Hill. 

The overall price tag of 
the package could be around 
$1 trillion, Mnuchin told 
reporters on Capitol Hill after 
meeting with GOP senators, 
making it one of the largest 
federal emergency fiscal pack- 
ages ever assembled. News of 
the stimulus planning sent the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
up more than 1,000 points 
Tuesday as it recovered some 
of its losses from Monday. 

But reservations expressed 
by Democrats over various 
aspects of the package sug- 
gested that it could take some 
time to arrive at a bipartisan 
agreement. 

The Trump administra- 
tion is also considering a plan 
to turn back all people who 
cross the border illegally from 
Mexico, the Associated Press 
reported said Tuesday night, 
using powers they say the pres- 
ident has during pandemics 
like the coronavirus outbreak 
to mount what would be one of 
the most aggressive attempts 
to curtail illegal immigration. 

See VIRUS on A4 > 


Minnesota response 
Walz signs $200M package to 
help fight spread of virus. A4 


‘It’s a bit unnerving’ 
In downtown Minneapolis, 
skyways, eateries empty. B2 


Adult day centers shut 
Thousands with disabilities 
affected by the closures. B1 


‘A disaster for retail’ 
Stores closing or cutting hours 
as shoppers stay home. D1 
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UAW wants factory halt: 
Union is worried about 
workers’ virus safety. D3 


Sign of things to come: 
Business closures leave 
hundreds out in cold. D1 
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